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Minutes of 2023-24 Annual OLCA General Meeting 

5 January 2024 Adelaide Sailing Club South Australia  

  

Meeting opened 8:05 am ACDT by Chairman Ken Hurling 

 

1. Attendance 

Ken Hurling (ILCA Oceania President), John D’Helin (VIC, AusILCA Vice President), 

Kevin Phillips (NSW & ACT Chair, ILCA Oceania Secretary), Michael McAullay 

(ILCAWA Chair), Margaret Gordon (SALA Chair), Christian Cantwell (VicILCA), Don 

Elks (ILCAWA), James Mitchell (VicILCA), Rob Lowndes (ILCANSW & ACT), Craig 

Sheers (GM PSA)  

 

2. Apologies Nick Page (NZLD), John Goeke (American Samoa) Geoff Lucas (Treasurer 

ILCA Oceania) 

 

3. Identification and confirmation of voting District Representatives 

Laser District representatives present were identified to the chair.  

 

4. Minutes of previous AGM 5 January 2023 at Georges River Sailing Club  

Minutes of the meeting were tabled. Moved (Ken Hurling) and seconded (John d’Helin) were 

approved. Business arising from minutes – Nil 

 

5. Reports  

a. Chairman – report tabled and presented by Ken Hurling (copy attached)    

b. Treasurer and Public Officer – report (copy attached) was tabled and presented by 

Kevin Phillips. Moved Kevin Phillips seconded John d’Helin that the report be 

accepted agreed by all members present.  

 

6. Election Office Bearers 

OLCA office bearers nominated on forms held by secretary were declared elected.   

a. President - Ken Hurling (AUS) 

b. Vice-president - Nick Page (NZ) 

c. Treasurer & Public Officer – Geoff Lucas (AUS) 

d. Secretary – Kevin Phillips (AUS) 

 

Additional committee members were nominated by the OLCA President; 

 

Oceania Class Development Raema Von Reiche (SAM) 

 

 



  
  

                                                               

7. General Business 

 

Activity Reports 

The tabled Chairman’s report summarised regatta activities which have moved back slowly to 

pre COVID levels. 

 

The Australian Districts all reported in detail at the AusILCA AGM in January 2024. These 

reports are posted at https://ilca.au/wp-content/uploads/Minutes-Reports.pdf 

 

No other written reports were tabled. 

 

ILCA 4 Solidarity Program 

John d’Helin reported on the success of the Solidarity Program widening to Oceania with New 

Zealand, Samoa and Solomon Islands included in 2024 and likely New Zealand, Frech 

Polynesia (Tahiti) and New Caledonia proposed for 2025.  

 

John remarked at the gender balance with 32 of the 66 ILCA 4 sailors competing in the 2024 

Championships being girls. 

 

Pacific Games 

Ken Hurling commented on the Pacific Games in Honiara, Solomon Islands. 23 November to 1 

December 2023 Australian Sailing and PSA assisted Solomon Islands organisers with ILCA 

boats and equipment. There were 23 sailors from Samoa, Fiji, Wallis and Futuna, Solomon 
Islands, Tahiti, and Australia competing. 
 
ILCA Membership in Oceania 
Ken Hurling re-stated ILCA Oceania’s desire to engage with the Oceania Island nation’s sailors 
and to encourage participation at local and international level. He pointed to some success 
with 883 Oceania sailors affiliated (with ILCA 180 outside of Australia).  
 
Oceania is still small in the ILCA world as ILCA has 13,300 affiliated sailors in 100 of the 140 
countries where the boats are sailed. There are currently 14 ILCA Districts registered with 
ILCA. 
 

ILCA Class Promotion Funds & Initiatives 

Ken Hurling updated the meeting on funds being provided by ILCA to regions for class 

promotion. He explained that ILCA is funding class promotion at regional level and Maria 

Henkel marketing and promotion manager for the class has been active in improving web site 

and social media sites.  

 

There was discussion on class promotion activities which could be undertaken in Oceania 

 

 

Olympic Country Participation – Oceania Qualifier 

 

World Sailing and ILCA are striving to increase the number of countries competing for 

Olympic qualification and participating in the Olympics. For Paris 2024 (Marseilles sailing)   

2024 Olympic Qualification information in a Wiki at 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sailing_at_the_2024_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Qualifi

cation . 

 

https://ilca.au/wp-content/uploads/Minutes-Reports.pdf
https://ilca.au/wp-content/uploads/Minutes-Reports.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sailing_at_the_2024_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Qualification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sailing_at_the_2024_Summer_Olympics_%E2%80%93_Qualification


  
  

                                                               

The Oceania Region qualifying event was held along with Sail Sydney 11-18 December 2023 

in Woollahra, Sydney.  

 

Australia had already qualified for ILCA 6 and ILCA 7 and New Zealand for ILCA 7 based on 

the 2023 World Championships in the Hague earlier in the year. 

 

At the Oceania Olympic Qualifier, they were joined by Fiji ILCA 6 (qualified by Sophia 

Morgan) and ILCA 7 (qualified by Viliame Ratulu), Samoa ILCA 7 (qualified by Eroni Leilua) 

and New Zealand ILCA 6 (qualified by Greta Pilkington). 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.55am     

 

 

 

Kevin Phillips OLCA Secretary 

 

Minutes reviewed and signed. 

 

 
 

Ken Hurling AOM 

Chair OLCA 

 

14 January 2024 



 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Report for ILCA Oceania 2023/24 Annual General Meeting 
 
 
ILCA Oceania Events 
It is great to be back to running our events as normal. We ran the Oceania & Australian 
Open & Youth and the separate Masters which were sailed in 2023 at Georges River Sailing 
Club and Bay Sailing Centre Port Stephens and were a great success.  
 
We had a hot fleet in the Open & Youth event with some of the best ILCA 6 and ILCA 7 
sailors in the World competing alongside a strong fleet of youthful Australian ILCA 4 sailors. 
There were 180 boats competing in the Open & Youth event and 150 in the Masters. 
 

 
Some of the very best ILCA 6 sailors in the World finishing top five at the 2023 Oceania & 
Australian Championships 
 
The tempo has shifted up a notch or two with the upcoming 2024 Oceania & Australian 
Open & Youth Championships with the following ILCA 7 Mens and ILCA Masters Worlds 
being held at Adelaide Sailing Club in South Australia early in 2024. There will be over 600 
competitors for these events which will be the largest ever sailing event program in South 
Australia’s history. 
 



The ILCA 2023 Solidarity Program was a great success bringing six up and coming ILCA 4 girl 
sailors into the ILCA 4 fleet as a coached team. In 2024 we have extended the program to 
sailors from Samoa, New Caledonia, and New Zealand. We will include other Pacific nation’s 
sailors going forward. Thanks to PSA for their support and provision of team merchandise 
for this program. 

 
The Pacific Games were held in Honiara, Solomon Islands in November. These games are 
held every four years with over 5,000 athletes competing in 27 sports including sailing using 
ILCA and Windsurfer equipment.  
 
 

 
 
The ILCA 6 podium place photo above at Pacific Games shows Sophia Morgan FIJ 2nd , 

Evie Saunders AUS 1st and Vaimooia Ripley SAM 3rd  Evie Saunders and team mate 

Ellen Sampson also took gold in the teams event. 
 
The very experienced ILCA 7 sailors Etienne Le Pen from New Caledonia and Eroni Leilua 

from Samoa were clearly the best sailors in the fleet and took gold and silver 

respectively. Etienne with team mate Vincent Trinquet won the ILCA 7 team gold for 

New Caledonia.  

 

New Caledonia also topped the medal tally from the 27 sports at the games. Pretty good 

for a country with less than 300,000 population. 

 

With the combination of Australian & New Zealand District, national and regional events, 
world championships in our season MNA run youth coaching and racing regattas we have a 
very busy program this year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Membership Trends 
We now have 883 members from 14 districts affiliated with ILCA.  
 
Affiliations have been showing a pleasing upward trend in the past few years and means we 
are allocated a larger number of entries for limited entry ILCA World Championships Well 
done all Districts. 
 
ILCA will not offer places to districts which are not financial however we have an 
arrangement with ILCA to include sailors from the small Pacific states which are not 
affiliated with ILCA to qualify for Oceania ILCA events as members of a newly created 
Oceania Islands District. 
 
International Sailing 
 
It has been a busy year with Oceania sailors participating successfully at all the 2023 World 
Championships. More information is on the ILCA web site and posts are on the ILCA 
Australia web site.  
 
Headline events were. 
 
Olympic Test Event in Marseilles were ILCA 7s were won by Matt Wearn AUS. 
 
The 2023 World Championships held in August in The Hague, Netherlands. The huge event 
saw 900 boats and 1,400 participants from over 90 nations competing. Matt Wearn won this 
event with George Gautrey NZL third -each qualifying their country for an Olympic. Mara 
Stransky finished 10th to qualify AUS for the Olympics in the ILCA 6. 
 
In the subsequent Oceania Olympic qualification event in Sydney in December the two 
available spots in each class were won by NZL and FIJ in the ILCA 6 and by FIJ and SAM in the 
ILCA 7. 

 
The ILCA 4 Youth World Championships were sailed in Volos Greece in July. There were 437 
total competitors including 3 girls and 10 boys from AUS. 
 

 

 
Australian ILCA 4 Youth Worlds Team in Volos, Greece 

 

https://www.laserinternational.org/
http://www.lasersdownunder.com/
http://www.lasersdownunder.com/


Sixteen Oceania sailors competed in the ILCA 6 Men’s and Women’s Youth and the ILCA 6 
Open Men’s World Championships in July in Dziwnow Poland (12 from AUS and 4 NZL). 
There were 374 all up in the three events. 
 
180 sailors braved some tough North Atlantic Ocean conditions in Under 21 World 
Championships held in October in Tangier Morocco. Armit Caleb NZL was the outstanding 
Oceania sailor finishing 3rd. The AUS ILCA 7 squad did well with six sailors finishing in the top 
30.  
 
200 Masters sailors competed in the 2023 Worlds from Royal Varuna Yacht Club Pattaya, 
Thailand in February. 
 
In the ILCA 6 GGM 32 boat fleet Australians filled the first four places lead by Jeff Loosemore 
followed by Lyndall Patterson, Steve Gunther and Martin White. David Early was third in the 
42 boat ILCA 6 GMs fleet.  
 
In the ILCA 7s GMs Brett Beyer took out his 15th Laser/ILCA World Masters series winning 9 
of the 12 races. Jan Scholten was second and Gavin Dagley 4th in the 38 boat fleet. Steve 
Gunther and Jeff Loosemore backed up to compete in the ILCA 7 GGMs with Steve finishing 
second and Jeff third. Christoph Bottoni had a remarkably consistent series to finish second 
in the ILCA 7 Masters. 
 

 
       The all Australian podium in ILCA 6 GGM Word Championship Event 
 
 
Re-naming New Constitution and URL 
Following the unanimous vote of the districts at the 2023 AGM and the approval of the 

regulator (NSW Fair Trading) the Oceania Laser Class Association Inc. has a new name 

ILCA Oceania Inc. 

 

Thanks to Geoff Lucas our Treasurer and Public Officer for his work with the 

constitutional amendments, registration of the new name and bank account changes.   
 
 
 



ILCA World Council 
At ILCA HQ in Texas things are on a much more even keel following several years of 
turbulent change forced on the class in pursuit of its desire to remain the dominant single 
handed dinghy class and to keep its Olympic status.  
 
With additional revenue from the new equipment supply arrangements the class has been 
able to focus resources on improving standardisation and audit of production from the now 
nine builders around the World. The seven person ILCA technical Team is implementing 
improved techniques including laser profiling of hull moulds and standardised jigs to 
assemble the deck and hull structures. Additional funds are being directed at class publicity 
though improved web and social media presence as well as more professional presentation 
of event news, video, and photos. 
 
ILCA reports that the 10 year average number of boats produced per year is 1,800 with 
6,000 sails and ILCA membership 13,300 from 100 countries.  
 

 
 

Regards 
 
Ken Hurling OAM 
Chairman ALCA 



 
 

Treasurer’s Report Year Ended 30 June 2023 

 

 

I have pleasure in presenting the financial statements for the above      

financial year.  

 

   

The Income and Expenditure Statement shows a surplus for the year of $17,737.98 

as compared to a surplus of $12,262.82 for the preceding year. 

 

 

Levies were received during the year amounting to $4,220.00 from sailors 

participating in Australian Nationals, $3,480.00 held in Sydney and $740.00 from 

Oceania Masters held in Darwin. These amounts coupled with Oceania’s Region 

Plaque Fees received resulted in a surplus of income over expenditure for the year 

of $17,737.98.  

 

 

There still remains an amount of $7,497.00 shown as Undeposited Funds in the 

Balance Sheet which are not under the control of our Association and are reported 

to be held in Fiji by Yachting Fiji. Attempts were made during the year to locate the 

whereabouts of these funds by President Ken Hurling however he was unsuccessful 

in this regard.      

 

  

 

Thank you 

 

   

   Geoff Lucas 

   Hon. Treasurer 

   24 October 2023 
 


