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Pacific Island Nations Shine at 2025 Oceania & Australian Open & Youth Championships

Brisbane, Australia - January 10, 2025: The Oceania International Laser Class Association
(OILCA) proudly celebrates the growing representation of Pacific Island nations at the 2025
Oceania & Australian Open & Youth Championships. This year marked an exciting milestone,
with sailors from Samoa and Fiji showcasing their talent on the international stage at the
prestigious Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron (RQYS) in Brisbane.

Vaimo’oi’a Ripley, Samoa’s first female Olympic sailor, and Viliame Ratulu, a standout from Fiji,
both delivered exceptional performances in the ILCA 6 and ILCA 7 classes, respectively. Ripley,
fresh off her historic debut at the Paris 2024 Olympics, demonstrated her tenacity and skill,
reinforcing her position as a trailblazer for Pacific sailors. Ratulu, competing for the first time in
this championship, impressed with his determination and sportsmanship, further elevating Fiji’s
presence in the competitive sailing arena.

Vaimo’oi’a Ripley Samoa Olympic ILCA 6 Competitor

“It’s wonderful to see more Pacific Island nations being represented,” said OILCA President Ken
Hurling OAM. “Last year, Samoa was the sole Pacific nation competing, and this year we are
thrilled to welcome Fiji. These athletes inspire their communities and showcase the immense
talent emerging from the Pacific.”



The championships featured a mix of challenging conditions over 12 races, pushing sailors to
their limits. Competitors demonstrated exceptional versatility from strong south-easterly winds
at the start to lighter tactical breezes later in the week. Ripley and Ratulu embraced these
challenges, using the event to refine their skills as they set their sights on future milestones,
including the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

Meanwhile, in the ILCA 6 and ILCA 7 classes, Mara Stransky and Zac Littlewood claimed
Australian Championship titles. Stransky, a Tokyo 2020 Olympian and member of the host club
RQYS, described the conditions as “very tricky and shifty,” emphasizing the need for
adaptability. Littlewood, from Western Australia, secured his ILCA 7 victory in a thrilling final
race against Dutch competitor Duko Bos, cementing his place among the greats of Australian
sailing.

In addition to the competitive spirit, the event fostered camaraderie and skill development
through daily coaching sessions funded by ILCA Queensland. Led by Dan Blight, these sessions
covered tactics, race management, and strategic insights. Ripley took full advantage of this
opportunity, noting how the coaching enriched her experience and preparation for future events.

“This event has been an incredible learning experience,” Ripley shared. “Every race reminded
me of why | sail—to represent Samoa, connect with the Pacific community, and continue
growing as an athlete. I’'m immensely grateful to the organizers, my supporters, and the ILCA
community for this opportunity.”

“Competing here has been a privilege,” added Ratulu. “It’s inspiring to race alongside such
talented sailors and to bring pride to Fiji. Events like these remind us of the strength and unity of
the Pacific sailing community.”

Ripley’s participation was supported by Woollahra Sailing Club, Middle Harbour Amateur Sailing
Club, Vaikobi, NB Sail Sports, and the Meredith-Evans family. Ratulu, backed by the Fiji Yachting
Association, continues to grow his competitive record. Both athletes symbolize the
determination and passion of Pacific sailors.

About the Oceania International Laser Class Association: The Oceania International Laser
Class Association (OILCA) is committed to fostering the development of sailing in the Oceania
region through inclusive events, high-performance competition, and community engagement.
The ILCA class represents a vibrant community of sailors dedicated to excellence and
camaraderie on the water.

Follow the ILCA Journey: Stay connected with the latest news and updates from the Oceania
International Laser Class Association:

o Website: https://oceania.laserinternational.org/



